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 As we look forward 

to Spring and warmer weather, we also 

are coming to the end of our regular 

dance season.  This has been a success-

ful year with many new dancers, club 

attendance has been better than a year 

ago and the enthusiasm at club nights 

has been great. 

Many thanks for Wayne for coming early 

to do some line dancing and the Gay 

Gordon .  Many have taken advantage of 

this. 

On 30th January we had a successful 

beginner teach day .  Both old and new 

dancers got a lot out of this day and had 

fun doing it!  Thanks to Wayne. 

Our New Year’s Eve dance included 

many visitors.  Great dinner and thanks 

to all the musicians who entertained the 

crowd.  Great job by all. 

Frosty Fling was again very successful. 

Our visiting caller, Dave Hutchinson 

added to the event.  

  This year we will  have three indoor summer dances. In 

July we will have a joint driveway dance and picnic with 

Lift Lock and as we have done in past year, neighbouring 

clubs members are invited to join in. 

Picnic location will be at the home of Howard and Jean 

Lander, 5109 Tower Manor Rd, near Bewdley. Maps will be 

available nearer the time. 

We need a couple of volunteers who will be in charge of the 

indoor summer dances. Please speak to Howard. 

See the flyer for information re summer dancing. 

Su

   We are always looking for new 

ways to spread the word that 

square dancing is alive and flourish-

ing in Peterborough.  This year we 

are going to participate in the Sen-

iors’ Showcase. 

This event will take place on 

Wednesday, June 15 at Peterborough Sport and 

Wellness Centre, 775 Brealey Rd.  We will need to 

staff the booth from 9:30am until 4:30pm. 

Anne and Wayne Hare will be co-ordinating our 

participation and will be looking for volunteers who 

can give an hour or more to staff the booth. 

While we want dancers of all ages, we are aware 

that many dancers do come from the 55+ age 

group. 

If you can help, there will be a sign-up sheet out in 

a few weeks time or speak to Anne or Wayne. 

Summer Dancing 

Mondays, June 6 and 20; July 4 

Summer picnic Sunday July 24 



     If you have questions, concerns, etc. 
please contact one of the executive.  
Co-presidents: 
Fred Olson 705 743 4582 
Howard Lander 905 342-5450 
Vice-president: 
Doris Buttar 905 342 5644 
Co-treasurers: 
Anne Hare  705 743 3077 
Suzanne Barker 705 799 1319 
Co-social Convenors: 
Antoinette Mylan 705 749 2282 
Olga McQuay 905 728 4242 
Secretary: 
Marian Olson 705 743 4582 
Co-registrars 
Margaret Kean 705 749 6284 
Wayne Hare 705 743 3077 
Publicity: 
Jean Lander 905 342 5450 
 
Email: otonabeesquares@gmail.com 
 

 Our Annual General Meeting 
is coming up on  April 25at 
6:30pm. We would really ap-
preciate it if you will come out 
for the meeting.  Your input to 
the running of the club is es-
sential. 
Our executive need  people!  
Term of office is one year.  
Please consider giving some 
time to help running the club. 
We would like to have newer 
dancers as part of the execu-
tive as they bring new ideas 
and perspective to the club. 
Please speak to our chair of the 
nominating committee, Marga-
ret Kean, if you are interested 
or speak to any member of the 
executive if you would like to 
know more of what is involved 
in each position.  The executive 
members duties are also writ-
ten out in the Bylaws which 
you can see on our webpage:  
otonabeesquares.org 

 
 

The   last newsletter contained 
tips on dance etiquette.  Here 
are some more tips which will 
make you a better dancer.  
Your caller has told you this at 
some time but it pays to be re-
minded. 
 
Make hand contact. When 
you complete a move you must 
establish hand contact. I often 
see a wave or line with a big 
space in the middle.  All 4 peo-
ple should have contact with 
each other. 

When you are in waves or 
lines, the distance between you 

should be such that if you 
raise your arm to point at the 
other row, you should be close 
enough to touch hands. You 
should not be so far apart that 
a truck could drive through the 
middle! 
When you promenade, keep 
the shoulders towards the cen-
tre almost touching.  
When the caller is teaching, 
everyone else must keep quiet.  
The experienced dancers are 
very guilty of talking when the 
caller is teaching!  Remind 
them you need to listen to the 
caller! 
If the caller tells the centres to 
run around their partner, this 
creates a space in the middle.  
The outside dancers need to 
slide together and join hands.  

Likewise when you do a double 
pass through, slide together 
and make hand contact so you 
form a neat column. 
 
Some of our higher level danc-
ers do no execute star through 
properly.  At basic and main-
stream level the move is exe-
cuted by the man raising his 
arm and the lady going under.  
Just touching hands (as is ac-
ceptable at the advanced level) 
is not acceptable at basic and 
mainstream.  It is very confus-
ing for dancers at this level to 
dance correctly if  you do not 
do the move properly.  There 
are a few people who, due to 
health issues, find it painful to 
raise their arm but on the 
whole, most can do the move 
correctly. 
These are all little things but 
make for much nicer dancing.  
Also keeping the square neat 
will prevent breakdowns. 
  

************************************** 

Survey 2016 

We have distributed a survey 
to all members.  We would ap-
preciate it if you will take a few 
minutes to complete this.  Also 
feel free to add any comments, 
suggestions, etc.   
********************************** 
  

Have Fun ; Laugh More ; 

Make Friends ; Exercise 

More  ; Reduce Stress ; 

Improve memory skills 
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DON'T FORGET  - 

A SMILE ON YOUR FACE 

HELPS YOUR FEET WORK 

BETTER. 

 



  

  

  

 Apple Blossom Dance.  
Sunday, April 24 

   A 21 passenger bus will leave 
from the parking lot of the 
medical centre over the road 
from the George Street church at 
11:40am 
A sign-up sheet for this bus is on 
the treasurer’s table  The dance 
is from 1-4pm. Two halls; 2 
callers. 
Basic/MS in one hall and Plus/
Advanced in the other. 
Cost of dance in advance is $8pp.  
Anne has ribbons. 
Cost of bus is $10pp 

 Spring Spree   

 Saturday, April 16 

Crestwood Secondary School,  1885 

Sherbrooke St. W., Peterborough 

Afternoon: 2-5pm  Evening: 7-10:30pm 

This is a dance you must not miss.  First—it is a lot 
of fun!!!   There are four halls, one for each dance 

level so you will get a lot of floor time and dance to 
different callers. 

In the afternoon only there will be a vendor selling 
ladies square dance attire.  As there is no available 
internet, she can only accept cash or cheque. 

 Tea/coffee and cookies are available all afternoon-
but after dancing in the evening, at 10:30pm, a light 

sit-down lunch will be served.  Fruit loaf, cheese and 
grapes plus tea/coffee. 

Basic dancers will get a lot of help from the callers 
as they know that this new to you and they are there 

to encourage and support.  It would be appreciated if 
our more experienced dancers will spend a little time 
in the basic hall to help the newer dancers. 

Summer Picnic.  2-7pm.  Sunday, July 23. 

This year we are doing a joint picnic with Lift Lock Squares.  Both Wayne and Joe 
will be calling the dancing which will take place on a paved driveway from 2-
4:30pm. There is plenty of shade for both dancing and sitting.  Please bring a lawn 

chair.   Please bring either a first course or a dessert to share.   
Tea/coffee/punch/water will be provided by the club.  Please feel free to bring any 
other non-alcoholic drinks you may prefer. If you wish to bring plates and cutlery it 

would be appreciated.  The location is 30 minutes from Peterborough, 4km east of 

Bewdley.  Maps will be made available. Any questions, speak to Howard or Jean. 

Email: hjlander@gmail.com or phone 905 342 5450 

Some housekeeping!!  Please remember to bring clean shoes for dancing.  We need 

to protect the floor as much as possible.  Our club donate $500 to the church annu-

ally to compensate for the upkeep of the floor. 

Mugs:  Please “lug a mug”.  Be good stewards to the environment.  Peterborough no 
longer accept Styrofoam in the recycle. We are considering not offering Styrofoam 
cups and any alternative disposable cup will raise our costs.  The solution is for eve-

ryone to bring their own mugs. 



 

Last but certainly not least—many thanks to our call-
er Wayne, for a great dance every week.  Also,  
thanks to our executive for their hard work.  Thanks 
to all who help with jobs to be done every Monday; 
putting chairs out and away ,helping with refresh-
ments, helping Wayne with his equipment, etc.     

Growing the Club. 

Otonabee squares always need to find new dancers every year.  There is a natural 

attrition, some health related or people going on to plus dancing or just moving 
onto other activities.  We always hope those going to plus will continue to dance 
with our club. 

To do this we need the help of every member of the club.  Everyone has family, 
friends, other clubs you belong to, workplace, church, etc.   Are there places 

where you could put up a flyer, speak to a group, hand out business cards (club 
ones), organize a demo. 

Do you know of newsletters where we could include information about our club?  
Local newspapers.  If you can do some publicity in the area where you live, 
please let me know. 

 I am the publicity c-ordinator but work from the disadvantage that I do not live 
in Peterborough so may not always know where there are opportunities to adver-

tise. 

 Our club calendar will be updated shortly to include opportunities over the summer where 

you may be able to dance.   

 If you know of club members who are ill or have other  issues which prevent them attend-

ing, please let  the executive know. 

 We raised $125 to donate to a local charity, from the proceeds of our clothing sale. Thanks 

to all or organized it and who bought clothes. 

 Thanks to the 25 dancers who went to Lindsay to retrieve our banner.  (And incidentally, 

the napped the Trillium Club banner! ) You will get a bandit dangle for this. 


