Otonabee Squares
Newsletter
We are well into our
winter dance season with enthusiastic
dancers returning after the holiday
break and new dancers joining us for
two successful Saturdays of lessons.
Thankyou to all who brought their
friends to come and learn square dancing. We rely on all our members to grow
the club.
Another successful New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance! Many thanks to the
hardworking committee who put this together. Caller Doug Holmes provided an
evening of fun for all.
Name Badges
We hope all our members will purchase
our club badge. The cost of these is $10
for one with a magnet and $8 for a pin.
For this price we have to order 6 or more
at a time so from next week there will be a
sign-up sheet.
HOWEVER, the club does subsidize this
cost by offering you a free dance night
once you get the badge.
The sign-up sheet will be out for 2 weeks.

Mainstream Blast:

Winter 2017

Frosty
Fling!
Sunday, January 29th—2-4:30pm
Activity Haven Activity Centre, 180 Barnardo Ave.
This year we are in a new location for this dance.
Guest caller, Jeff Priest will join Wayne to provide an
entertaining afternoon of dancing. Basic and mainstream levels will be called.
This dance is for ALL our dancers! We also invite dancers from other clubs to join us. There will be many
door prizes and also some lovely gift baskets you may
buy tickets for a draw. Refreshments are served at
4:30pm.
If you dance on the ladies side, we suggest you wear a
skirt and the custom for men is that they wear long
sleeved shirts. Of course, if you have square dance
attire, please wear it. However it is not mandatory.

Saturday, February 18

This is for confident basic level dancers. Wayne will cover all 17 mainstream
moves. After this at the club we will dance full mainstream so it is essential if you
are currently learning mainstream that you attend this Saturday. Registration
forms are available at the club. Please return them to Allan Gault.

Hearing assist device. Our club has a hearing assist device which is available for anyone
who wishes to use it. The simple explanation for it is that the transmitter plugs into
Wayne’s system and the user uses the receiver with headphones. It picks up Wayne
voice and makes it easier to hear. You can also use any small portable radio with your
own earphone. Speak to Howard Lander if you would like more information.

If you have questions, concerns, etc.
please contact one of the executive.

Co-presidents:
Fred Olson 705 743 4582
Howard Lander 905 342-5450
Vice-president:
Doris Buttar 905 342 5644
Allan Gault 705 742 7230
Co-treasurers:
Karen Burleigh-Kerr 705-292-0291
Suzanne Barker 705 799 1319
Co-social Convenors:
Heather Dummitt 705 652 6238
Secretary:
Marian Olson 705 743 4582
Sharon Gault 705 742 7230
Co-registrars
Wayne Hare 705 743 3077
Phillipa Cobb 705 745 0925
Publicity:
Jean Lander 905 342 5450
Email: otonabeesquares@gmail.com
We are currently reviewing
the Bylaws. If you would like
to be part of this committee
please speak to Allan Gault or
Jean Lander.

Some of our higher level dancers do no execute star through
properly. At basic and MS level it is executed by the man
raising his arm and the lady
going under. Just touching
hands (acceptable at the advanced level) is not acceptable
at basic and mainstream. It is
very confusing for dancers at
this level to dance correctly if
you do not do the move properly. There are a few people who,
due to health issues, find it
painful to raise their arm but
on the whole, most can do the

DON'T FORGET A SMILE ON YOUR FACE
HELPS YOUR FEET WORK
BETTER.

move correctly.
These are all little things that
make for much nicer dancing.
Some dancing advice which you
Also keeping the square neat
might find helpful:
will prevent breakdowns.
Here is some advice reprinted
Make hand contact. When
you complete a move you must from a square dance publication. It is meant for “angels”
establish hand contact.
who are helping newer dancWhen you are in waves or
lines, the distance between you ers.

don’t twirl new dancers
should be such that if you
either during or after a
raise your arm to point at the
swing or promenade.
other row, you should be close
Keep the moves simple—
enough to touch hands. You
the fancy stuff can come
should not be so far apart that
later.
a truck could drive through the

Do Grand Square correctmiddle!
ly—take the full 32 beats!
When you promenade, keep the

Swing ONCE ONLY (i.e. 6
shoulders towards the centre
beats)
almost touching.
Never
forget that you were once
When the caller is teaching,
everyone else must keep quiet. a beginner too!
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**************************************

Circulate. This is a family of
calls which is a very important call
and no one should advance to the
next level without mastering this
call. At the basic and mainstream
level, circulate is mostly done from
waves or lines. Circulate—think
“circle”.
If you are a centre, stay in the
centre. If you are an end, stay an
end.
Exception: Split circulate (Wayne
has not yet taught the beginners
this move). With this move, draw
an imaginary wall through the middle of each line—Split circulate is
walking in a circle on EACH SIDE.
You cannot cross this imaginary
wall. Go to Taminations to see
the move;
http://www.tamtwirlers.org/taminati
on/info/index.html
**********************************
A square dance tradition that
our club has chosen to retire:
In 1974 it was decided (not
sure by whom) that in addition
to the ritual of applauding the
caller, doing a collective
thankyou to all the dancers in
your square, that the men only
would shake hands with each
other.
Over a year ago our club voted
to abandon this last custom.
Social norms have changed in
the past 43 years. In today’s
social climate this custom was
unacceptable to our members.
Having said that you will find
at other clubs and dances that
this will be done. At Frosty
Fling there will be men who do
this. I suggest you go along
with it for the sake of harmony, and being a good host!

Otonabee Squares

St Patrick’s Day
dance in Kingston
March 18
A 40 passenger coach will
leave from the park and ride lot
at Televison Rd at 10:45am.
A sign-up sheet for this bus is on
the flyer table The dance is from
2pm until 9pm. Two halls; 2
callers. There will be a light
supper served between
afternoon and evening sessions.
There will only be mainstream
level, plus and advanced.
Cost of dance in advance is
$15pp. We have ribbons to sell.
Cost of bus should not exceed
$13pp. This could be less if we
fill the coach.
The cost of this coach is being
subsidized by both Otonabee
Squares and Lift Lock Squares.

Spring Spree
Saturday, April 22
Crestwood Secondary School, 1885
Sherbrooke St. W., Peterborough
Afternoon: 2-5pm Evening: 7-10pm
This is a dance you must not miss. First—it is a lot
of fun!!! There are four halls, one for each dance
level so you will get a lot of floor time and dance to
different callers.
Four callers: Barry Clasper, Don Moger, Joe
Uebelacker and Dave Williamson.
In the afternoon only there will be a vendor selling
ladies square dance attire. As there is no available
internet, she can only accept cash or cheque.
Tea/coffee and cookies are available all afternoonbut after dancing in the evening, at 10pm, a light
sit-down lunch will be served. Fruit loaf, cheese and
grapes plus tea/coffee.
Basic dancers will get a lot of help from the callers
as they know that this new to you and they are there
to encourage and support. It would be appreciated if
our more experienced dancers will spend a little time
in the basic hall to help the newer dancers.
You can purchase your ribbon from Wayne Hare or
Jean Lander.

Some housekeeping!! Please remember to bring clean shoes for dancing. We
need to protect the floor as much as possible. Our club donate $500 to the church
annually to compensate for the upkeep of the floor.

Mugs: Please “lug a mug”. Be good stewards to the environment. Peterborough no
longer accept Styrofoam in the recycle. If you do use disposable cups, please dispose of them appropriately each week as it has fallen on a few people at the end of
each evening to go around and pick them up.
Visit our webpage often. www.otonabeesquares.org. You will find links on helpful
places like Saddlebrook and Taminations where you can learn the moves. Also
there is a link to the Toronto and District Association page. In the Events section
are many opportunities where you can dance.

Growing the Club.
Our next intake of new dancers will be in September. If you know of any places
where we can promote square dancing, please speak to Jean Lander or one of the
other executive members.
We do advertise in community noticeboards of local papers, radio stations and
TV but a more personal approach is better.
If you are planning a big private party, don’t forget that callers can be hired to
do some square dancing and provide entertainment. Both Wayne Whatman and
Joe Uebelacker are willing to take this on. (Joe lives in Peterborough too.)

Theme dance! “Take me out to the Ball Game”
Monday, April 3.
Be creative—dress the part or however you want
to represent this theme.
We will come up with a dangle for this!



Our club calendar will be updated shortly to include opportunities over the summer where
you may be able to dance.



If you know of club members who are ill or have other issues which prevent them attending, please let the executive know.



We raised $134 to donate to the Salvation Army, from the proceeds of our clothing sale.
Thanks to all or organized it and who bought clothes.



Please volunteer to help in the kitchen; if everyone volunteered some time, no one would
have to work in the kitchen more than twice a year!

Last but certainly not least—many thanks to our caller Wayne, for a great dance every week. Also,
thanks to our executive for their hard work. Thanks
to all who help with jobs to be done every Monday;
putting chairs out and away ,helping with refreshments, helping Wayne with his equipment, etc.

